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National Grand Master, Hon. Clyde Shepard, presents the John T. Hilton Award of 

Excellence to Brother Clarence Daniels. 
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The John T. Hilton Award of Excellence 

 

THE JOHN T. HILTON AWARD OF EXCELLENCE IS PRESENTED TO A MEMBER WHO HAS DISPLAYED 

EXTRADORDINARY QUALITES AS A MASON, HAS DEVOTED TIME AND ENERGY TO THE 

ORGANIZATION AND THE COMMUNITY. THIS AWARD WILL ONLY BE GIVEN EVERY THREE 

YEARS. 

JOHN T. HILTON WHO THIS AWARD IS NAMED AFTER BEGAN HIS MASONIC WORK IN AFRICAN 

LODGE #459 IN BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. FOLLOWING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF HIS 

PREDECESSORS, PRINCE HALL, NERO PRINCE, GEORGE MIDDLETON, PETER LEW, AND SAMUEL 

MOODY. HE BECAME WORSHIPFUL MASTER OF AFRICAN LODGE #459 IN 1826 UNTIL 1827. 

AT THIS TIME, AFRICAN LODGE #459 WAS THE LEADER OF ALL LODGES AND MASONS (COLORED) 

IN THE UNITED STATES. IN 1847 HIS VISION OF UNITY LED TO THE ORGANIZATION AND CREATION 

OF THE MOST WORSHIPFUL NATIONAL GRAND LODGE.  

HE WAS AN EXTRAORDINARY MASON; WE ARE HONORED TO HAVE AN AWARD NAMED IN HIS 

HONOR. 

¶ THIS YEARS AWARD GOES TO A BROTHER WHO JOINED OUR MASONIC ORGANIZATION IN 

1953 

¶ HAS SERVED IN ALL POSITIONS IN HIS LODGE AS WELL AS WORSHIPFUL MASTER.  

¶ SERVED AS GRAND SECRETARY FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS 

¶ THIS BROTHER BELIEVES IN HELPING OTHERS WHO ARE LESS FORTUNATE. 

¶ HE AND A FRIEND ONCE OPENED A FOOD BASKET PROGRAM THAT GIVES FOOD TO THE 

COMMUNITY, AND SERVED HOT MEALS. 

¶ HEôS VERY ACTIVE IN HIS CHURCH (MT. CARMEL BAPTIST CHURCH) WHERE HE 

PRESENTLY SERVES AS A DEACON AND IS CHURCH TREASURER. 

¶ HE HAS SERVED AS CHAIRMAN OF NGL TRUSTEE BOARD FOR 36 YEARS. 

¶ HE NOW SERVE AS CHAIRMAN OF THE JEFFERSON D. TUFTS SR SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

¶ HE HAS WORKED EXTREMELY HARD TO GET FUNDS FOR THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND, 

PERSONALLY RAISING THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. 

¶ IN 2010 HE DONATED A HOUSE VALUED AT $70,000 TO THE NGL. THIS HOUSE IS BEING 

RENTED AND MONTHLY PAYMENTS ARE AIRMARKED TO THE JEFFERSON D. TUFTS SR 

SCHLORSHIP FUND. 

¶ THIS BROTHER HAS TRULY BEEN AN ASSEST TO THE MOST WORSHIPFUL NATIONAL 

GRAND LODGE. 

¶ I AM PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THE FIRST RECIPIENT OF THE 2011 JOHN T. HILTON AWARD OF 

EXCELLENCE GOES TO BROTHER CLARENCE DANIELS.  
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 National Grand Lodge Leadership Academy 

By Hon. Clyde Shepard, National Grand Master 

 

 

On Thursday July 21, 2011, Resolution #9 was adopted at the 55
th

 Triennial Session of the WM National Grand Lodge 

and the National Grand Lodge Leadership Academy became reality.  

 

PGM Kenneth Campfield of WM Smooth Ashlar Grand Lodge of Georgia was appointed Dean and Bro. R. Akil 

Williams as Director of Technical Support. 

 

The purpose of the National Grand Lodge Masonic Leadership Academy online courses is to enhance and further 

develop leadership skills of our members. The Academy will provide opportunities for members to increase their 

awareness of the issues affecting the organization, teach them skills to handle various issues, how to be a better leader in 

our organization and the community, history of the National Grand Lodge, provide opportunities to explore and discover 

oneõs own leadership potential. 

 

The benefit of the Academy go far beyond the individual, I call it a òperfect tool for leadersó. If the National Grand 

Lodge is to be in existence for the next 165 years we must have leaders capable of leading others. The Academy is the 

most effective way to boost performance and build resilience. 

 

The National Grand Lodge Masonic Academy is a voluntary certification program open to any Brother or Sister of the 

National Grand Lodge. Elected officers are encouraged to enroll in the program to expand their knowledge and 

capabilities. All National Department Heads, Grand Masters, and officers are required to enroll in the Academy.  

 

The program is designed in modules with each module emphasizing a different perspective and type of skill. I feel 

strongly that the Academy will bear huge dividends down the road when leaders start to recognize how to incorporate the 

learned skills in their Lodges, Chapters, Grand Lodges and at National Level. 

 

The enrollment process for the National Grand Lodge Academy is now open.  Type in the web address; 

www.kccof.org/class  and open an opportunity of a lifetime. 

  

http://www.kccof.org/class
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National Triennial  Session Coverage  

Sister B. Grace Boone ð Pennsylvania State Editor and Sister Vonderia Yeldell ð National YRB Editor 

 

  The Most Worshipful National Grand Lodge 55
th
 Triennial 

Session was held July 14, 2011 thru July 22, 2011 at the 

Indianapolis Marriott Downtown Hotel.  The Session kicked off 

on Saturday morning with the Joint meeting where R.W. Lee 

Singleton, 33
o
, National Deputy Grand Master and Sister 

Angela Howard, PGWM, State of Indiana, served as the Master 

and Mistress of Ceremonies.  Posting of Colors were done by 

the Military Department of Indiana.  The welcome address was 

given by the Hon. Roosevelt Washington, 33
o
, Grand Master of 

Indiana and devotion service was turned over to R. W. Thomas 

Solomon, 33
o
, National Grand Lodge Chaplain, Sister Justine R. 

Butler, National Grand Chaplain, O.E.S. and Sister Hazel 

Adams, Grand Associate Matron of Indiana.   

Immediately following devotion was the introduction of the Dias 

and National Department Heads.  Each National Department 

Head gave remarks and thanked everyone for their support.  

Greetings were given by the Mayor of Indianapolis, Mayor Greg 

Ballard.  He talked about the improvement in Indianapolis and 

the school district and how they have improved. 

A representative from the Indianapolis Police Department 

(Karen) spoke on the security in Downtown Indianapolis. 

The Memorial Service/Roll Call of Deceased was done by Rev. 

Wardell Dyson and Rev. James Thompson.  Rev. James 

Thompson asked that on the 30
th
 of every month at 12:00 noon that we stop and pray for this organization as a unified body. 

Recognition of Attendees/Youngest/Senior ï R.W. Lee Singleton, 33
o
, NDGM.: 

 

 

                                                              

 

Youngest Sister (29) ð Marie Doyle of Indiana      Oldest Sister (90) ð Ann Ruth Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

Youngest Brother (36) ð Tim Brown of Indiana      Oldest Brother (91) Willie Shivers of North Carolina 
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State with the most delegates ð South Carolina (59) 

The National Grand Lodge, each year, tries to give back to the members for their participation and attendance to the National 

Sessions.  R.W. Herman L. Bass Jr., 33o, NGJW and his Committee, at the request of the National Grand Master, Hon. Clyde L. 

Shepard, 33o, gave out twelve (12) doors prizes to the members.  The following members won door prizes: 

1.   Sister Patricia Carter ð S.C. 

2.   Sister Campfield ð GA 

3.   Sister Paula Brockington ð S.C. 

4.   Sister Janie Brown ð S.C. 

5.   Sister Shirley Caldwell ð S.C.                                                     

6.   Sister Katria Worley ð ILL 

7.   Sister Sophia Dixon ð N.C. 

8.   Brother Wilber Cain ð Del. 

9.   Sister Elizabeth Hespeth ð OH 

10. Sister Elosie B. Hawthorne ð OH 

11. Brother Mark Jenkins ð IN 

12. Sister Margaret Sims ð S. C.  

 

The National Grand Master, the Hon Clyde L. Shepard, 33o, gave his Annual Grand Masterõs Address. 

The Joint Session was closed with a prayer by the National Grand Lodge Chaplain, R.W. Thomas Solomon. 

Later that evening, the Jefferson D. Tufts Sr., National Scholarship 

Fund Black and White Gala was held.  This elegant event had great 

live entertainment  and a wonderful atmosphere for all to enjoy.   
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On Sunday morning, many arose for an inspirational Prayer Breakfast, Sunday school, and a powerful Church Service.  

After getÔÉÎÇ Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 3ÏÕÌÓȱ ÆÅÄȟ ÓÏÍÅ  ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ -ÁÔÒÏÎȭÓ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ,ÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÈÏÓÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÕÒÔ 

of Amaranth.  The highlight of t he luncheon 

was a skit Ȱ4ÈÅ #ÉÒÃÌÅ ÏÆ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓȱ  that 

depicted the personalities and friendships of 

the National Grand Matrons.  During the 

luncheon several of the female departments 

presented various awards and crowned 

Queens for each female department.   

Sunday culminated with a Gospel Concert/Comedy Hour that filled our hearts with love and laughter.   

This concert featured our very own National Masonic Choir in addition to various artists such as 

praise dancers, a guitarist, local singing groups, and clean Christian comedians;  all that made this 

event a success!   !ÌÌ ÏÆ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȭÓ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÇÁÖÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÁÎÄ ÁÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÁÌÌ 

information for the upcoming week so that it could be taken back and shared with members 

throughout the compact that were unable to attend. 

Monday thru Wednesday, during the day, members attended meetings where they were able to 

participate in elections as well as gain knowledge from valuable workshops and informative skits.  

At night, there were plenty of activities to keep everyone engaged and satisfied from mingling in th e hospitality room, to 

shopping, or even hitting the slots at local casinos. 

/Î 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ ÎÉÇÈÔȟ ÔÈÅ )ÍÐÅÒÉÁÌ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÏÆ 3ÈÒÉÎÅÒȭÓ ÁÎÄ )ÓÉÓ "ÁÌÌ ×ÁÓ held.  Daughter  Barbara Salley 

of South Carolina was crowned National Daughter of the Year.  This year the 

.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ )ÍÐÅÒÉÁÌ -ÁÒÓÈÁÌÌȭÓ ÈÅÌÄ Á ÃÏÎÔÅÓÔ ÔÏ ÁÄÄ ÎÅ× ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÍȢ  

Many Nobles tried out but only one Noble of Sahara Grand Temple in Virginia  

was the one who wooed the crowd.  He is the newest addition to the team of 

National Marshalls.  Also this year was a battle of the Deserts.  The two 

deserts that battled it out were Ohio and Louisiana.  Louisiana was the victor!  

Sisters, Brothers, Nobles and Daughters enjoyed the rest of the evening 

dancing the night away. 

 

 

The 55th Triennial  Session began to come to an end on 

Wednesday night at the Masonic Banquet.  The 

speaker  gave a motivational message to the body.  In 

addition, the National Grand Master, Hon. Clyde L. 

Shepard, 33° presented the John T. Hilton Award of 

Excellence to Brother Clarence Daniels. 

On Thursday afternoon, July 21, 2011 the officer 

installation was held and the National Session was 

closed until 2012 where it will reconvene in Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana for the National Session.  

Congratulations to all the newly elected officers!  See 

you all soon in Louisiana! 
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Triennial Session Photo Gallery  
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Triennial Session Photo Gallery  
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